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Karrie Dietz
Head of School

Ms. Teresa Foard joined Stamford in 2020 from the International School, Ho 
Chi Minh City (ISHCMC) in Vietnam, a Cognita school, where she served as 
the Assistant Principal and IB DP Coordinator. Originally from Australia, she 
has held leadership positions in Australia, England, Vietnam, Lao PDR and 
Germany.

She has rich experience leading, planning, administering, and teaching the 
IBDP in secondary schools. Under her leadership, students have celebrated 
perfect IBDP scores of 45 points. She is also an I.B. workshop leader who trains 
I.B. educators and leaders in the Asia Pacific region.

Teresa is a future-focused and people-oriented educational leader committed 
to fostering a culture of respect and collaboration. She is a graduate of the 
Principal Training Center and holds a Masters of Education from the University 
of Melbourne, Australia. She is currently pursuing a Ph.D. degree in educational 
leadership at James Cook University, Australia.

Teresa says, “I’m committed to supporting students to find their unique 
pathway to graduation. I believe all students can be great with the right 
support and find happiness by pursuing their interests and talents. I am excited 
to inspire students to take ownership of creating their futures.”

Teresa Foard
Secondary School Principal (Grade 6 to 12)

Ms. Rose Chambers Joined Stamford as a founding member in 2017. Originally 
from New Zealand, Rose has taught internationally for over 18 years at schools 
in Japan, China, and Guatemala. She is highly experienced in early childhood 
teaching and is a specialist in Reading and Writing Workshop, STEM, and 
EAL. Rose has a Masters of International Education from Framingham State 
University, USA.

Rose says, “Education is about the students feeling cared for, valued, and 
leading their learning. As a Stamford founding teacher, I feel very proud of 
what we have built during our first years and look forward to continuing to 
build upon this strong foundation with the help of our families. Our school 
community is a caring one where real learning happens.”

Rose Chambers
Elementary School Principal (Pre-Primary to Grade 5)

OUR LEADERSHIP

Ms. Karrie Dietz, originally from the United States, serves 
Stamford American School Hong Kong with more than 
25 years of teaching and school leadership experience 
in six countries. As a founding member, she has led its 
development since 2017. Since opening, Ms. Dietz has 
been instrumental in building a caring community and a 
strong partnership with parents.

Before joining Stamford in Hong Kong, Karrie served 
as a Principal at our sister campus, Stamford American 
International School in Singapore. In this role, she was 
instrumental in overseeing growth, implementing digital 
literacy programs and managing the development of 
language programs, including Stamford’s Mandarin/
English Bilingual Program.

Her leadership and curriculum experience extends beyond 
that of her time in Singapore, as she was previously a 
Principal of Prem Tinsulanonda International School 
in Chiang Mai, Thailand, where she facilitated school-
wide curriculum development across four International 
Baccalaureate (IB) programs. Karrie was also the Director 
of Teaching and Learning in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Karrie is passionate about collaborating with others 
to empower children to reach their full potential and 
make a difference. In addition to being an experienced 
International Baccalaureate workshop leader, Karrie also 
serves on and leads Council of International Schools 
accreditation teams for schools in the Asia Pacific region.

Karrie received Executive Certificates of Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship from Stanford University, MBA 
Essentials from the London School of Economics, and 
International School Leadership from the Principals’ 
Training Center. She completed her MA in Education from 
Hamline University, Minnesota, USA.
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Alan has been working at Stamford American School Hong Kong since we 
first opened back in August of 2017. He joined us from another member of 
the Cognita Schools Group, The Australian International School in Singapore, 
where he worked as a Physical Education and Mathematics Teacher for five 
years. Alan has been involved at Stamford American School in a number of 
capacities during his time here. He started as a Physical Education Teacher and 
CCA Director and has since moved into his current role of Safety and Student 
Welfare Principal where his first priority is to support the Health and Safety of 
our Stamford School Community. Alan has been responsible for developing 
our Co-Curricular Programs here at school during these last four years. He 
has helped to plan and organize the Outdoor Education Camps that all of our 
Grade 3 – Grade 11 students enjoy each year. These learning opportunities 
have provided a lasting impact on all of our students as well as the school 
community as a whole. Alan will continue to ensure our students enjoy a safe 
and happy school experience during their time at Stamford Hong Kong.

Prior to his time in Singapore and his time spent here with Stamford American 
School Hong Kong, Alan is originally from California and he spent twenty years 
living in Australia.

Alan Erickson
Student Welfare and Safety Principal
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Jenny has been teaching and assisting in International Baccalaureate schools 
for seven years. Before joining Stamford, Jenny taught at international schools 
in Hong Kong and Shenzhen at the kindergarten and primary levels and has 
also worked with students with special educational needs. She is specially 
trained to teach multilingual and bilingual learners and learners with autism 
spectrum disorders. She holds a Bachelor of Science from the University 
of Bradford and a PGCE from the University of Sunderland. Additionally, 
Jenny is a 200-hour registered yoga teacher, advocating the importance of 
incorporating mindfulness practices into the classroom.

Jenny says, “ I am passionate about inquiry-based and play-based teaching 
that is tailored to the needs and strengths of my students. I strive to develop 
students to become curious and compassionate life-long learners. In my 
classroom, I believe the most important aspects are to honor students and their 
work and to support their agency. Schools should be inclusive environments 
where children feel safe to be curious, creative, and able to make mistakes.”

Jenny Wong
Pre-Primary Team Leader

Patti is one of our highly qualified and experienced bilingual teachers from our 
sister school under our Cognita Group in Hong Kong. She has over a decade 
of extensive teaching experience working at different international schools 
in Hong Kong and is familiar with inquiry-based teaching pedagogy. Patti 
is also certified in Montessori Early Childhood Teaching. Besides Bilingual 
and Chinese teaching experience, Patti also has five years of leadership 
skills working as a coordinator to support nine branch schools. She holds a 
Bachelor of Arts in English Language Literature and a Master of Arts in English 
Language teaching.

Patti says, “It is not what I teach my students, but what I have taught them to 
do for themselves that will make them successful human beings. I learn through 
teaching every day, making me a positive and happy person.”

Patti Wang 
Pre-Primary Teacher and Bilingual Team Leader

ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL TEACHERS

Born, raised, and educated in Australia, Kim has been an EAL and a classroom 
teacher for close to 20 years in Japan, South Korea, Australia, and Hong Kong. 
Kim also has experience in middle-level leadership positions implementing and 
teaching transdisciplinary curriculums. Prior to joining Stamford, she taught at 
other international schools in Hong Kong.

Kim says, “Teaching is my passion, and a role I feel incredibly fortunate to 
have. What gives me the most pleasure is being able to provide a learning-
rich environment, which is fun and engaging for students. Additionally, I relish 
the opportunity to get to know students and give them the opportunity to 
appropriately develop their individual strengths and flourish as lifelong learners. 
I believe that the classroom extends beyond four walls and should be inclusive 
and engaging. Education is an essential tool for the betterment of everyone!’

Kim Ashman 
Grade 1 Team Leader

Stella is highly experienced in teaching Mandarin and English as a second 
language in Hong Kong and internationally. She also has hands-on experience 
in teaching bilingual and IB PYP program at schools in Hong Kong. She holds a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education at the Education University of Hong 
Kong and a Master’s Degree in English Linguistics at the University of Zurich. 
Additionally, Stella co-founded a Chinese school in Switzerland, where she was 
fully responsible for school-based curriculum design, lesson planning, as well as 
coordination of Chinese cultural activities and teacher training. 

Stella says, “I find teaching to be one of the most exciting and challenging 
professions. Over the course of my career, I aim to bring an open mind and a 
positive attitude to my classroom every day. In addition, I try to help each child 
in developing their own potential and learning styles.”

Stella Han 
Grade 1 Teacher
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Julia was born and raised in Hong Kong in a multicultural family thus 
developing her bilingual language skills in English and Chinese. She received 
her Bachelor of Social Sciences in Psychology at The University of Hong Kong 
with a particular interest in pursuing Educational Psychology. This led her 
to complete a Postgraduate Certificate in Education through the University 
of Sunderland in 2018. Prior to joining Stamford, Julia has taught at another 
international school in Hong Kong for three years and is experienced in 
Kindergarten through Elementary years. 

Julia says, “I love fostering and nurturing curiosity in children. They are by nature 
incredibly inquisitive and boldly imaginative and it is most rewarding when 
their faces light up because they are excited by their own learning and the new 
connections that they have made. I remind myself daily that my role as a teacher 
is not to impart knowledge but to guide, challenge and inspire discussion and to 
learn alongside students.”

Julia Chan
Grade 2 Team Leader

Born and raised in Hong Kong, Naomi grew up in a bilingual household 
attending international schools, thus developing her passion for studying the 
use of language. She received her Bachelor of Arts in English Language and 
Linguistics at the University of York, which led to her completing a Master of 
Arts Degree at the UCL Institute of Education in Applied Linguistics. She also 
holds a Postgraduate Certificate in Education from the University of Sunderland. 
Before joining Stamford, Naomi taught at another international school and is 
experienced in elementary classrooms. Outside of teaching, Naomi loves to play 
basketball. When she’s not in the classroom, you’ll find her on the basketball 
court!

Naomi says, “My passion for education stemmed from my personal experience 
when I was in school. I studied at the same school in Hong Kong for 14 years 
and loved the community. My teachers fostered a positive yet challenging 
environment that made me love learning. Years later, I carry the same philosophy 
as my teachers by fostering a positive and challenging learning community 
where all my students thrive. My favorite part of teaching is when students teach 
me a new way of thinking, and together, we build a love of learning. You can see 
the joy and love for learning on their face, and that’s when I know I’ve made a 
difference.”

Naomi Ngai 
Grade 1 Teacher

A lover of languages and different cultures, Lily has worked and lived in 
Hong Kong, England, Japan, and Canada. After receiving her Bachelor’s in 
Psychology at the University of York, Lily completed her Trinity Cert TESOL 
and traveled to Japan, where she taught English for two years. Her experience 
in Japan led to a growing passion for teaching. After gaining experience 
working and traveling in Canada, she completed a Postgraduate Certificate in 
Education while teaching in an international school in recent years. Lily brings 
her passion for learning to the classroom in addition to her broad experience 
working and traveling to instill a global mindset and love for lifelong learning in 
her students.

Lily says, “As a teacher, I hope to foster respect and open-mindedness 
within my classroom. I am a student at heart, often sharing my learning and 
wonderings with my students, and I frequently model problem-solving skills 
and a growth mindset when approaching something unexpected. After all, 
learning is full of the unexpected, which makes it exciting! In my classroom, I 
remind my students that we are all on a learning journey, and it is important to 
celebrate the steps we each take in our journeys, no matter how seemingly big 
or small.”

Lilian Ip
Grade 2 Teacher

Rita has been teaching elementary children of all ages for ten years. She holds 
a Bachelor’s degree in English language and a Master’s degree in Translation 
and Bilingual Communication. Prior to joining Stamford, she taught at a 
private school in Hong Kong, working with students with different cultural 
backgrounds. This experience allowed her to be even more open-minded, 
and more tuned to respect each student’s individuality and learning pace. 
She uses a variety of hands-on activities and different teaching strategies to 
accommodate diverse learning styles. 

Rita says, “I want my classroom to be a comfortable, positive yet challenging 
learning community where teachers, students and parents can all contribute, 
and to make the learning process fun, meaningful and purposeful. I love 
teaching because, for me, it’s also learning. My students can be so inspiring, 
so talented and so sweet that they give me new ways of thinking, new 
perspectives and new views of the world. I’d love to devote myself to the 
lifelong inquiry of this world together with them.”

Rita Xiong
Grade 2 Teacher
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Helene is originally from Montreal, Canada, where she completed a Bachelor 
of Education in Kindergarten and Elementary Education and a Master of 
Education in Educational Psychology at McGill University. She was a French 
Immersion kindergarten teacher in Victoria, Canada for one year before 
moving to Hong Kong in 2016. She taught early learners for two years in Hong 
Kong where she learned more about the Reggio-Emilia philosophy and inquiry-
based learning.

Helene says, “My passion for education stems from the opportunity of 
contributing to the holistic development of children and observing as they 
grow into inquisitive, independent and creative individuals. I feel very thankful 
for the opportunity I have of teaching at Stamford and I feel very inspired by its 
culture of excellence, and a sense of belonging and community.”

Helene Bibeau
Grade 3 Team Leader

Ivy is a founding member and six years of experience in teaching Mandarin and 
English as a Second Language at schools in the U.S. offering the IB curriculum. 
Ivy graduated with a BA in Environmental Studies from Mount Holyoke College 
and recently completed her Master’s TESOL program at Columbia University. 
Ivy is skilled at teaching various age levels and has taught children from the 
lower elementary grades all the way to university students. Ivy is also fluent in 
Spanish and is an expert in the STEM program.

Ivy says, “Many teachers have shaped my life and aroused my curiosity in 
linguistics and the sciences. I would like to be this kind of teacher who can 
inspire students and accompany them in their lifelong learning journey. I am 
passionate about preparing my students to be global citizens for the future.”

Ivy Li 
Grade 3 Teacher and Elementary Literacy Coordinator

Camilla moved to Hong Kong in 2018 after working at Knysna, South Africa, 
where she worked closely with students with cerebral palsy and found her 
passion in working with students of different abilities to bring out their 
unique skills. Since then, Camilla has worked as a kindergarten teacher at an 
international school in Hong Kong for two years before moving into a primary 
school setting as a Grade 3 teacher. In her free time, she enjoys hiking the trails 
in Hong Kong, exploring the world, and all things related to art.

Camila says, “I knew from a very young age I wanted to be a teacher; I 
remember the impact the teachers throughout my school career left on 
me, and I wanted to create that same feeling. I believe that all students are 
individuals; they all have their own needs and work with their capabilities. I feel 
there is more to teaching than just an academic approach, that being a teacher, 
you are there to set the foundation for the rest of their lives. As a teacher, 
you are responsible for giving children the right tools to cope with everyday 
situations. Each child learns in their unique way, and as a teacher, you must be 
adaptable, compassionate, patient, and loving.”

Jared is originally from Toronto, Canada, and before moving to Hong Kong, 
he spent eleven years teaching in South Korea, Vietnam, and China. He most 
recently spent five years in Shanghai as Grade 5 Team Leader and Head of 
Curriculum Development for Science and Social Studies. He has a Postgraduate 
Certificate in Education, along with a Masters in International Education. Jared 
is passionate about engaging students’ natural curiosity and developing a 
collaborative classroom environment.

Jared says, “I love making the classroom a fun and engaging place that allows 
students to explore the topics they are passionate about. I was fortunate 
enough to have teachers who did this for me while growing up, and I want to 
be able to do the same for my students here at Stamford American School. I 
also hope to help develop resilient and creative thinkers who look at the world 
with open minds.”

Camilla Grobbelaar
Grade 3 Teacher

Jared Scotchmer
Grade 4 Teacher
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Yilu joined Stamford after teaching International Baccalaureate to fifth graders 
for 4 years. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Chinese language and literature 
from Jilin University and a Master’s degree in English literature from the 
University of Southampton. Yilu was also trained to be a teacher at SOAS 
University of London. She is passionate about creating a safe and mindful 
environment and facilitating a learning community where compassion is highly 
valued, and students are encouraged to grow as life-long learners and global 
citizens.

Yilu says, “I believe that collaborating bilingually with students and teachers 
of international backgrounds happens through immersion and mutual 
understanding of different cultures. It allows for efficient and long-term 
knowledge of bilingual learning. I want to instill and model a growth mindset 
and open-mindedness with my students, which will help them become a well-
rounded 21st-century learner.”

Yilu Xie
Grade 4 Team Leader

Dawn is originally from California and has taught in the U.S., South Korea, 
and Hong Kong for ten years before joining Stamford. She has experience 
teaching kindergarten through Grade 6 students, with management in highly 
diverse, inclusive classroom environments. Dawn has enjoyed much success 
developing the curriculum as Math Coordinator at her previous school, being a 
mentor teacher for aspiring educators, and using educational technology in the 
classroom. Dawn is passionate about using an inquiry-based learning approach 
that helps facilitate her students’ genuine interest and engagement.

Dawn says, “My biggest focus as an educator is creating a strong community 
in my classroom. Through inquiry and collaboration, I want students to look 
forward to coming to school each day because they think it’s fun and engaging. 
I believe creating an environment where students feel challenged, safe, and 
accepted is the key to fostering autonomous learners that have a passion for 
learning.”

Dawn Schiavon
Grade 4 Teacher and Elementary Mathematics Coordinator

Originally from Canada, Valerie has significant experience implementing 
an international and inquiry-based elementary curriculum. She has worked 
internationally in Korea, China, Georgia and Saudi Arabia for over 8 years 
before joining Stamford.

Valerie says, “Learning is a lifelong endeavor. Our job as teachers is not only 
to share curriculum content but to equip our students with the tools they 
will need to be successful within the classroom and beyond. Developing a 
student’s resilience, resourcefulness, and reflectiveness will allow them to 
positively engage with the world around them in order to become confident 
and self-reliant global citizens.”

Valerie O’Meara
Grade 4 Teacher

Pennie is a passionate teacher and has been teaching elementary students 
of all ages for six years in Beijing, the Philippines, and Hong Kong. As an 
IB certified educator, Pennie specializes in delivering the International 
Baccalaureate with an inquiry-based approach and fostering students’ bilingual 
literacy. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in English Studies from Beijing Jiaotong 
University, a Master’s degree in International language education from the 
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, and a post-graduate diploma 
in education from the Hong Kong University. 

Pennie says: ”Teaching is in my blood. I feel excited when I dive into the 
learning journey with my students. I want to develop my students to become 
compassionate learners, active inquirers, and responsible citizens with global-
mindedness. My classroom will be a supportive place where students could 
feel comfortable and confident to explore knowledge in both languages.”

Pennie Zhang
Grade 5 Teacher
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Nina joined Stamford with years of experience teaching In Hong Kong across 
different curriculums. Her most recent experience lies in being a Grade 2 and 5 
Homeroom teacher, and she is excited to have the opportunity to teach across 
all grades and subjects this year! Nina has a degree in Speech and Drama and a 
Post Graduate Certificate in Education. She has taught all core subjects and run 
co-curricular activities such as Film and Discussion, Mindfulness, and Zumba 
club.

Nina says, “I remember my favorite subjects in school being determined by 
the teachers that taught them. I woke up excited to have my lessons with the 
teachers that lit a fire in my heart to learn and discover new things. I loved 
being taught to be brave and take on new challenges, to be bold and confident 
when owning my decisions. I truly believe that a child can succeed in any shape 
or form if they find that burning drive to concur all that they can in a day.”

Nina Schutz
Grade 5 Teacher

Shawn has over a decade of teaching experience having worked at different 
schools in Hong Kong. He believes that school should be fun from day one 
because a happy student is a motivated and engaged learner. Originally from 
Prince Edward Island, Canada, Shawn holds a Bachelor of Arts, a PGDE, and 
a Master of Education. Shawn has classroom teaching experience in both 
Lower and Upper Primary and enjoys coaching touch rugby. Shawn brings a 
wealth of experience with students of various international backgrounds and 
language abilities to bring out the best in all of his students in a personalized 
inquiry-based learning approach.

Shawn says, “I believe that schools are a place for learning of subject matter 
and oneself among others. A classroom is a place where students learn 
about their learning process, strengths and weaknesses, attitudes, and 
perspectives; this is confirmed by taking risks, sharing and reflecting on their 
ideas and understandings with each other. As a passionate teacher of inquiry-
based learning, I believe that I am a manager of learning who guides each 
individual toward making connections between known and new concepts 
across subject matter.”

Shawn Vessey 
Grade 5 Teacher

Aric brings his enthusiastic and compassionate personality to Stamford after 
teaching in China for five years. Originally from the United States, he holds 
a Bachelor of Arts in Communication and a Master of Education. Aric has 
classroom teaching experience in both the elementary and middle school 
grades as well as experience in teaching physical education.

Aric says, “Having been raised in a family of teachers, the education path was 
an easy one for me to follow. I have a passion for growing a class community 
and enjoy seeing my students transform throughout the school year. I love to 
witness the ‘ah-ha’ moments that occur in the classroom when a student learns 
or understands something for the first time as that shows growth; if you’re not 
growing, you’re standing still.”

Aric Cherry
Grade 5 Team Leader

Julia joined the Stamford team with experience teaching in the Early Years 
in Hong Kong after moving from Stellenbosch, South Africa. She received 
a Bachelor of Education degree and a B.Ed Hons in Educational Support 
from Stellenbosch University and specialized in English and Geography for 
the middle school years. Julia has a passion for sports and is dedicated to 
integrating Stamford’s core values into all aspects of students’ day at school.

Julia says, “I love the excitement that every day brings in my profession. As 
teachers, we have the wonderful privilege of observing young minds achieving 
more than they believe they can, as well as facilitating the development of 
determination and grit in everyday situations.”

Julia Wales
Grade 5 Teacher
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Greta joined Stamford with over 20 years of teaching and academic experience 
in Australia and Hong Kong. She commenced her career teaching Design & 
Technology plus related subjects in New South Wales, Australia to a diverse 
range of students, including those from migrant backgrounds. During this time, 
Greta acted as an official marker for the NSW secondary leaving certificate.

Since moving to Hong Kong in 2013, Greta has combined her education 
career with post-graduate study to develop and deepen her understanding of 
STEM education. Greta is experienced in STEM teaching and programming, 
supporting both EAL and top students, and is passionate about helping 
students design and create new ideas whilst developing skills required for 
careers in the 21st Century.

Greta says, “As educators, we have a role in leaving a positive legacy with each 
of our students, believing there is no limit in what they can achieve or inspire 
others to achieve.”

Greta Bradley
SS STEMinn Teacher

Ryan joined the Stamford Science team with fourteen years of experience 
in a wide range of international settings. Along with a degree in Secondary 
Education, Ryan has also completed his undergraduate degree in Science. He 
has been the Head of Science at various schools and is very experienced with 
the IB Biology program.

Ryan says, “Science is a very exciting field of study as it affects everything we 
experience in our world. New theories and discoveries within the individual 
fields of science are constantly arising and create endless opportunities for 
exploration. The more you immerse yourself in the world of Science, the more 
you realize how important it is.”

Ryan Enright
SS Science Team Leader

Todd is originally from the United States and joined Stamford with experience 
in teaching in the US, South Korea, and Mainland China. He has a Master’s 
degree in Teaching, Learning, and Curriculum from Drexel University. He 
also has Bachelor’s degrees in Political Science and History and a Minor in 
Economics from Penn State University. Throughout Todd’s teaching career, he 
has taught Economics, History, Geography, Journalism, American Literature. 
He has taught within the American Curriculum, the British National Curriculum, 
and the IGCSE and IB Curriculums. The last few years, he has coached Touch 
Rugby and ran Boxercise and Chess extra-curricular activities.

Todd says, “I enjoy teaching because it allows me the opportunity to show 
students the different perspectives of the world they will enter as they reach 
adulthood. I have always been passionate about the humanities, and helping to 
prepare students for the world by having them understand the people within 
it has been very rewarding. I enjoy fostering debates and discussions about 
societies and different points of view in my lessons. I feel it is vital for students 
to understand humanity, so they are prepared to lead it through the next 
generation.”

Todd Fedan
SS Humanities Team Leader

SECONDARY SCHOOL  
SUBJECT TEACHERS
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Mara joined Stamford with a decade of teaching experience in South Africa, 
Taipei, and Beijing. She has a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and English, 
a PGCE, and a Master of Social Sciences in Organizational Psychology and 
Education Management. Mara has taught English, Humanities, Life Orientation, 
and EAL in MYP and inquiry-based learning style schools and has experience 
creating lessons that interest and inspire students.

Mara says, “I love how exciting the life of a teacher is. Each day is different 
because of the immense privilege of gaining access to what students think 
and how they perceive the world. I love helping my students learn how to 
think critically about the information they encounter and how to express their 
opinions clearly and compassionately.”

Mara Horowitz
SS English Team Leader

Martin joined Stamford with nineteen years of experience in international 
schools, having worked in Germany, Laos, and, most recently, at a fellow 
Cognita school, the International School Ho Chi Minh City. Martin is a highly 
experienced IB educator; he has taught both MYP and DP Language and 
Literature, as well as MYP Humanities. His many years of experience teaching 
and building the middle school and the IBDP curriculum support Stamford 
students as they progress through secondary school until graduation.

Martin has a Bachelor of Arts from the Australian National University 
specializing in English, Politics and History, and a Diploma in Education from 
the University of Melbourne.

Martin says, “I came into teaching a bit later in life after working as an 
administrative officer for an Australian government department. When I 
decided to teach, I knew I’d found my life calling. I get so much satisfaction 
seeing the whole student grow both educationally and as a global citizen. I 
enjoy enabling them to make real-life connections with academic studies and 
life experiences. I have also coached school soccer teams at the international 
schools that I serve. It is rewarding to see students develop and interact 
outside of the classroom too.”

Martin Iltis
SS Humanities Teacher and CAS Coordinator

Sandra joined Stamford with twenty years of teaching experience. She began 
her career working with at-risk English language learners in Colorado in the 
US and continued in international schools in Warsaw, Poland and Manila, 
Philippines. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Education and a Master of Science 
in Multidisciplinary Studies for international educators. Sandra has extensive 
experience working with academically and linguistically diverse students, which 
has shown her the value of differentiated instruction and building a supportive 
classroom community where every student can find success. Sandra’s favorite 
thing to do is to visit new places and experience different cultures. Working 
in international schools has been a wonderful way to combine her passions for 
teaching and travel.

Sandra says, “I strive to help students develop skills they can apply for the rest 
of their lives. One of the most important of these is perseverance. I believe 
that someone who can persevere in the face of challenges is going to be 
successful no matter what grade they get. This is why I teach students to take 
risks and value mistakes. I endeavor to cultivate an environment where every 
student is aware of their strengths as well as their needs and is comfortable 
asking for help. In my classroom, we value the process as much as the result.”

Sandra Navar
SS Mathematics and Science Teacher 

Originally from the U.S., Nichols joined Stamford as a founding member in 
2017 with thirteen years of international experience teaching Math, Science, 
ICT, History, and EAL in China, Guatemala, and Hong Kong. He has dedicated 
his career to middle school and believes the transition from adolescence to 
adulthood is a unique and fundamental moment for each student. He is also 
an experienced robotics coach and musician who looks forward to supporting 
these programs at Stamford.

Nichols says, “I am passionate about teaching because I care about our future, 
and our students are the leaders of that future.”

Dennis Ming Nichols
SS STEMinn Team Leader
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Chandrani joined Stamford with extensive math teaching experience across 
many international schools in Singapore and Hong Kong. She has extensive 
experience working with middle school and high school students. Chandrani 
holds a Master in Information Studies from Nanyang Technological University 
(NTU), Singapore, and a Bachelor of Statistics. She has also worked as an 
academic researcher. After accomplishing these milestones, she pursued her 
PGCE to bring her passion for math into the classroom and show students the 
unlimited possibilities math can bring to their lives. Besides being passionate 
about math, Chandrani is also a hiking enthusiast and a book lover.

Chandrani Ray
SS Mathematics Teacher

Caroline joined Stamford as a founding member in 2017 with both experiences 
teaching middle school and high school. Her Bachelor’s degree is in Humanities 
from Stellenbosch University, South Africa with majors in English, Psychology, and 
History. In her Postgraduate studies, Caroline specialized in English, both home 
language and EAL, History and Life Orientation. In addition to teaching English 
and Humanities, Caroline has interests in educational psychology, reading and 
literature, public speaking, drama and singing, netball, swimming and community 
development.

Caroline says, “I am passionate about empowerment through education and 
teaching students to take ownership of the opportunities made available to 
them in a 21st-century classroom setting. I am also passionate about community 
development and learning new innovative techniques to facilitate and motivate 
learners to unlock their greatest potential.”

Caroline Peel
SS English Teacher and Designated Safeguarding Lead

Luke holds a Bachelor of Arts in English Language & Literature and 
Environmental & Geographical Sciences in Cape Town, South Africa. After 
realizing his passion for teaching, he then obtained his PGCE in Senior Phase 
and FET Teaching (English Home Language & EAL and Geography). Luke has 
experience teaching both middle and high school in South Africa, South Korea, 
and Hong Kong. He is also an avid reader and sportsman.

Luke says, “I am a young and enthusiastic educator looking to empower the 
students I teach to take ownership of their education. I strive to provide 
an environment in which students are actively involved in an inquiry-based 
climate.”

Luke Sales
SS English and Humanities Teacher

Michelle joined the Stamford secondary team, teaching English in Grades 
7-9. She is an international educator with more than 12 years’ experience in 
Japan, Germany, and the UK. Michelle has also taught in both American and 
IB MYP curriculum frameworks as a Middle School specialist in three subject 
areas: English, Humanities, and EAL. She has recently completed her Master’s 
degree in Education in Teaching English as an Additional Language from The 
College of New Jersey, USA. As an international educator, she has focused her 
study on evidence-based differentiation for all our diverse learners. Michelle is 
passionate about teaching the skills students need for learning and to be able 
to look after themselves and others.

Michelle says, “My favorite thing about teaching in middle grades is to see 
students grow in independence and agency. My goal as an educator is to help 
them develop as critical thinkers, creative problem-solvers, and compassionate 
communicators so they can make a difference in their communities and the 
world.”

Michelle Storer
SS English and Humanities Teacher
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A career international educator, Brian has taught the sciences in Namibia, UAE, 
Kyrgyzstan, mainland China, Seychelles, and now in Hong Kong. Originally 
from the USA, Brian has a broad range of curriculum experience since earning 
his Master’s degree in teaching from the University of California, Irvine. Brian 
also brings to Stamford practical science experience as a former marine 
naturalist specializing in Humpback whale interpretation for the Pacific Whale 
Foundation in Maui, Hawaii.

Brian says, “From the mountains to the sea and beyond. My passion for science 
teaching has always come from a personal curiosity to learn, share, and grow 
an understanding of the universe. I love making connections to the natural 
world and our place in it. Using student experience and my own from across 
the globe, science learning is tangible, exciting, and ever-changing.”

Brian Totman
SS Science Teacher

Andrew is a highly-qualified teacher with a wealth of international teaching 
experience before joining SAS. Before his international teaching experiences, 
Andrew received a Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Education, and a Master’s of 
Science in Mathematics and is a fully certified teacher by The Ontario College 
of Teachers (OCT). Andrew taught in Canada, Ecuador, China, Hungary, and 
Norway, teaching middle school, high school, college, and university level 
mathematics. Andrew has also been responsible for extra-curricular clubs such 
as guitar clubs and different sports clubs such as rugby and archery. Andrew 
has a lot of experience delivering the IB mathematics curriculum through 
inquiry-based learning and conceptual understanding.

Andrew says, “I enjoy teaching students mathematics through inquiry-based 
learning. Mathematics is a natural science that can be learned and understood 
at any point and at any time. Mathematics can be a difficult subject to 
learn for any person, but it gives me deep gratification when I see students 
understanding mathematics and using it in their day-to-day lives. What I enjoy 
more than teaching students mathematics is being able to inspire students 
to be global citizens of the world. It always excites me to hear about how 
successful my students are doing on their life-long journey of education.”

Andrew Sukhai
SS Mathematics Teacher 

Harish joined Stamford with a strong background in STEM-related courses. He 
holds a Bachelor of Science in Computer Science from the Chinese University 
of Hong Kong, and a teaching qualification from Harvard University. After 
beginning his career in software engineering, Harish found his passion for 
STEM education while consulting for various international schools in Hong 
Kong on various STEM-related student programs. Since then, he has been 
working in education, teaching mathematics, physics, and computer science. 
Harish has experience teaching both middle school and high school students in 
Hong Kong. He has also taught IB, SAT, and ACT preparation courses which are 
very useful to all of our high school students as they prepare for these exams. 
Harish brings both practical experiences in the STEM disciplines and a passion 
for igniting each student’s love for all things in STEM.

Harish says, “I am extremely passionate about teaching mathematics and 
other STEM-related courses. I connect both mathematics and STEM to show 
my students the application of mathematics in so many different fields, 
such as computer programming, science, technology, and so on. In addition 
to teaching pure mathematics, I want my students to understand how 
mathematics can be applied to solving real-life problems, as my students will 
be the ones to change the world for the better in the future.”

Stephen brings to our campus a solid educational and teaching background. 
His experience with Common Core, IB, IGCSE, and Saskatchewan provincial 
curriculum gives him a solid working knowledge of educational best 
practices and deep pedagogical understanding. He has served in various 
middle leadership roles, including subject team leader, international teacher 
coordinator, provincial examination committee member, and professional 
development leader. Stephen is an avid proponent of lifelong learning and 
seeks to instill in his students a love for knowledge and a desire to become 
their personal best.

Stephen says, “Each year, I get to share in the lives of dynamic and uniquely 
gifted young people. It’s a true joy and honor to support students in their 
academic and personal success. For me, the most rewarding part of education 
is seeing students discover their potential and become positive members of 
society; as they do, it truly makes the world a better place.”

Harish Kumar
SS Mathematics and STEMinn teacher

Stephen Bradley
SS English and Humanities Teacher
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Marie (Myungok) is originally from Seoul, South Korea. She joins Stamford 
with experience teaching MYP and DP Mathematics at two IB World Schools 
in Indonesia for the past ten years. Marie holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Mathematics Education and a Doctor of Philosophy in Biostatistics from 
Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center in New Orleans, USA. She 
has been the Head of Mathematics, an IBDP examiner for Math HL paper 2, a 
moderator for Math HL exploration, and an IB Workshop Leader. Her motto is 
“Math is fun!” She has extensive knowledge in the integration of technology 
into the math classroom. She has various interests, including Ebooks, Yoga, 
Hiking, Cycling, and Indoor Rock-climbing.

Marie says, “When I studied Biostatistics in my graduate school, I was 
fascinated by how numerical information could turn into an insightful story and 
help people make informed judgments and evaluate decisions that affect their 
lives. I have a lot of stories about how math connects to real-life problems. I 
like promoting math talks, including interesting math history, mathematicians, 
math anxiety, and success. My mission is to make more students feel math fun 
and fall in love with math. It’s a long journey. But I’m willing to walk and talk 
with my students.”

Marie Lee 
SS Mathematics Team Leader

Matt was born and raised in California. He joins Stamford with ten years of 
experience as an educator across the U.S., South Korea, and Hong Kong. He 
has taught a wide range of history, humanities, and English courses over the 
years and served as English Department Head. Matt taught Global Project 
Development, Sustainable Business Design, and U.S. Government and 
Politics most recently. He brings extensive experience with interdisciplinary 
curriculum development, implementation, and analysis. He holds a Master’s 
Degree in International Education, a dual teaching credential from California in 
secondary Social Science and English, and a Bachelor’s Degree in Interpersonal 
Communication / Conflict Resolution.

Matt says, “I am an educator who believes in the importance of global 
citizenship and equity. I strive to create the conditions that allow all individuals 
to reach their full potential. With continued professional development and 
experience in the field of education, I aspire to be a teacher that not only helps 
students succeed academically, but one who inspires them to value diversity 
and explore their roles as ethical members of a multicultural world.”

Matt Schiavon
SS English and Humanities Teacher

Joe is originally from the United Kingdom but grew up in Hong Kong and 
considers it home. He joins the Stamford science team after gaining experience 
at international schools throughout Hong Kong. Joe holds a degree in 
secondary education, an undergraduate degree in biochemistry, and a master’s 
in marketing. His combination of teaching experience and working in marketing 
to using data to drive outcomes allows him to bring both real-world STEM 
and commercial experiences into the classroom. Joe’s passion for science and 
business acumen will inspire students to see science and data applications 
beyond the classroom.

Joe says, “I am passionate about science, and that comes from wanting to 
understand how the world around me works. Scientific thinking and problem-
solving are becoming an increasingly important part of everyday life, and the 
skills we learn can help us make sense of what happens around us. I want to 
share this enthusiasm with my students and build their passion for the subject 
as we explore the constantly evolving scientific world.”

David brings a wealth of knowledge and experience in math, physics, and 
STEM to Stamford. In his tenth year teaching internationally, David has 
extensive experience delivering the Common Core and NGSS science 
standards in various secondary math and physics courses. While in his home 
country of the US, David worked in secondary public schools and served as 
an adjunct faculty member for various technical colleges. After teaching in 
the US, he transitioned to mainland China for five years, where he served as 
a classroom teacher and teacher supervisor in various international schools. 
teacHe holds a Bachelor of Science in Physics, a Master of Arts in Physics 
Education, and a Master of Education in Secondary Mathematics Education.

David says, “I enjoy teaching math and physics because it allows me to have a 
tangible and hands-on application for students to help make deeper meaning 
of the content they are learning. My goal is to show students that math and 
physics aren’t necessarily the ‘awful’ subjects that many students claim to be. 
Through extensive practice and guidance from me, students will hopefully 
leave my classroom with a greater appreciation and excitement for learning 
math, physics, and STEM-related courses.”

Joe Poole
SS Science Teacher

David Pudder
SS Science Teacher
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Kate is originally from South Africa and joined Stamford with a wealth of 
teaching experience from community outreach programs, NGO’s, local schools 
and international schools across South Africa, Qatar and Hong Kong. She holds 
a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and Sociology along with a Post Graduate 
Certificate in Education in Intermediate and Senior Phase. Kate in an avid 
swimmer and water polo player. She enjoys spending her time outdoors with 
her family and friends.

Kate says, “I love being an educator and having the absolute privilege of 
making a meaningful impact on my students. Teaching allows me to see the 
world through my student’s eyes and assist them in navigating that. My goal 
as an educator is to instill compassion and help students to become more 
reflective and thoughtful members of our community.”

Kate Mather 
SS English Teacher

Ross joins Stamford American School with over a decade of teaching 
experience in the United Kingdom and abroad. After a successful start to 
his career in England, Ross moved to international teaching. He has gained 
valuable experience in high-performing schools in China and the Middle 
East. He has a passion for teaching and learning and enjoys the challenge of 
introducing cutting-edge pedagogical strategies into his lessons. Outside of 
the classroom, Ross is a keen board game enthusiast, enjoys trekking, and 
continues to develop his conversational skills in Mandarin.

Ross says, “The history of science is the history of humanity. Every discovery, 
big or small, relies on understanding the science of the past and informs the 
future science. Like Isaac Newton said, “If I have seen further, it is by standing 
on the shoulders of giants.”

Sapna holds a Bachelor of Science in Environmental Biology from the United 
Kingdom and a Masters’s degree in Environmental Management with a major 
in Sustainable Development from Australia. She has a wealth of experience 
teaching Geography and Integrated Humanities in middle and senior years 
across International schools in Hong Kong, including IBDP experience. She 
holds a Category 2 IB Training certification for Category 2 from the IBO for 
an IB DP Geography. As a young and enthusiastic educator driven by passion, 
friendship, and honesty, she believes that an excellent education fosters 
effective academic behaviors and solid interdisciplinary links. By investing 
heavily in various strategies that engage in transferable skills, she is looking to 
create a classroom culture where students are challenged to take ownership of 
their inquiry-based education in a 21st-century classroom setting.

Sapna says, “My passion and interest in the natural environment have fueled 
my animal conservation and ocean protection work. I want to empower 
students to make real-world connections through exploration and trigger 
their curiosity about the world around them. Together, I hope to inspire the 
next generation to become global citizens. By facilitating a ‘Think Global, Act 
Local’ approach, I teach my students to take action, to want to work towards a 
future where people and natural systems thrive and where they shape a more 
inclusive environment for community development.”

Ross Harnett
SS Science Teacher

Sapna Ramanathan
SS English and Humanities Teacher

Justine is originally from London, UK but grew up in Barcelona, Spain. She 
received a Bachelor of Science Degree in Chemistry from the Queen Mary 
University of London and a Masters in Research in Catalysis (Chemical 
Engineering) from Imperial College London. Her research project consisted 
of Cobalt catalyzed C-H activation, a technique used for renewable resources 
with non-hazardous by-products.

Before joining Stamford, Justine taught students in the U.K., Malaysia, China, 
and Hong Kong. She worked at the ASEAN STEM World Summer School 
program at the University of Nottingham (Malaysia) with students worldwide 
with a passion for science.

Her interest in robotics was sparked during the Youth Mobile Festival at 
the Mobile World Congress Shanghai while using Raspberry Pi, Arduino, 
and MicroBit to build a range of prototypes from light motion robots to a 
wristwatch.

She has prepared students for various STEM competitions such as the First-
ever Digital International STEM Student Forum in Hong Kong, The Greater Bay 
Area STEM Excellence Award, and the Hong Kong Schools STEM Competition.

Justine says, “I enjoy teaching and making students fall in love with STEM as 
much as I am. When I see them progress and become young independent 
scientists capable of doing so many great things, it is very inspiring. Helping 
students learn to develop transferable skills for the rest of their life is 
something that motivates me to become a better educator myself. I am proud 
to be educating the next generation of scientists, creating critical thinkers, and 
enabling the next generation of innovators.”

Justine Tizzard
SS STEMinn Teacher
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Ayesh has been working at Stamford for three years as part of the elementary 
STEMinn team and has over five years of experience teaching in Hong Kong. 
He has extensive experience planning and teaching the STEM curriculum at 
Stamford and leading engaging hands-on activities for our young learners. 
Congratulations to Ayesh on his promotion!

Before working at Stamford, Ayesh worked as a product designer and Teaching 
Assistant in an international school. He brings both his experience working with 
design and technology in the workforce and his passion for inspiring students 
to make real-world connections and use creativity to solve challenges.

Ayesh says, “I am passionate about allowing students to be creative thinkers 
and experience hands-on learning through design thinking and STEM. Learning 
should involve students thinking critically and creatively and exploring all that 
the world has to offer through the innovative means available. I love using the 
design thinking process to solve STEM-related issues in the world and enjoy 
seeing students experience that passion when it comes to STEM and learning.”

Ayesh De Alwis
Elementary STEMinn Coordinator

Max Michelson left a position as a Crisis Management Analyst in the corporate 
sector during the summer of 2009 to join the field of education because of 
his rapport with children and his passion for creating positive changes in their 
development.

Max attained a postgraduate diploma in an education certification program 
at The University of Hong Kong in 2013 and has since worked as a head class 
teacher and floor mentor across all grades from kindergarten to high school.  
In addition, Max has a great love of sports (mainly basketball) and a passion 
for technology, leading him to start a school sports program and become an 
Education Technology Coordinator at an International School in Hong Kong.  
Max brings a combination of work experience and education to prepare 
students with real-world skills while ensuring they balance their well-being and 
maintain broad interests.

In his spare time, Max likes to hike all around Hong Kong and play basketball in 
some local leagues.

Kristina is originally from the U.S. and also lived in Cyprus, where she worked 
for the U.S. Embassy for many years before coming to Hong Kong. Seeking a 
career change that inspired students, she began her career in education upon 
joining Stamford in 2021 as a library assistant. Kristina has a Bachelor’s Degree 
in Psychology and is currently completing her Master’s Degree in Library and 
Information Science after finding her true calling guiding readers in our library. 
Congratulations to Kristina on her promotion! Kristina is passionate about 
sharing her love for reading and teaching children to become lifelong readers. 
She encourages students to explore all that the library offers and is looking 
forward to creating opportunities for students of all grades to enjoy our 
beautiful library.

Kristina says, “I feel very fortunate to be able to promote reading and a love 
of books to students across all grade levels. My goal is to show students that 
the library and reading can be fun. I enjoy helping them find a book that truly 
excites them and further inspires them to become avid, life-long readers. As 
J.K. Rowling said…if you don’t like to read, you haven’t found the right book!”

Max Michelson
Educational Technology Coordinator

Kristina Parisi
SS/ES Librarian

INNOVATION TEAMS
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Marcela was born and raised in Bogota, Colombia. After graduating from 
La Salle University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Spanish, English, and French 
Teaching, she moved to Brazil to teach English and learn Portuguese. For five 
years, she dedicated herself to deepen her knowledge in teaching Spanish as 
a foreign language at the Sergio Arboleda University to work as a teacher in 
Hong Kong. She is also certified in EFL teaching material design, TESOL, and 
DELE examiner from Instituto Cervantes.

Marcela enjoys traditional Latin American dance, embroidery, and spending 
time with her friends in her free time. She looks forward to sharing her love of 
languages – Spanish especially –

Marcela says, “Teaching is my main passion since through it I can inculcate 
values and principles to inspire students to be more confident, open mind, 
compassionate and assertive.”

Marcela Cristancho
SS/ES Spanish Teacher

Maite joined us from our sister campus in Singapore and ignited a love for 
Spanish in Stamford’s students over the past years. She has over ten years of 
teaching experience and taught in Martinique, France and Spain. She is highly 
experienced in the delivery of quality Spanish language programs and has a 
Master’s degree in teaching Spanish as a Foreign language as well as a PGCE in 
Teaching French as a Second Language for Secondary Education. Maite has led 
the development of our Spanish program at Stamford Hong Kong.

Maite says, “I am passionate about cultivating an understanding of a new 
language and developing competence in listening, speaking, reading and 
writing, beyond immediate needs and interests through the integration of 
technologies.”

Maite Rodriguez
SS/ES Spanish Team Leader

Originally from Spain, Andrés joined Stamford after 6 years of teaching 
Spanish in Hong Kong and Spain. He has been working as a Spanish teacher 
for children, teenagers, and adults in schools and universities. He holds a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Education, a Master’s Degree in Teaching Spanish as a 
Foreign Language, and an International Postgraduate Certificate in Education. 
He is a joyful and enthusiastic language teacher, and he firmly believes that 
every member of a school community must be a model for students. He 
loves motivating children and sharing his passion for learning through playful, 
engaging, and meaningful lessons every day. He also has a background as a 
costume designer and puppet master.

Andrés says, “I am passionate about sharing my culture and language with 
students. I firmly believe that students benefit the most when they are in 
the care of teachers who teach with heart and will be encouraged to explore 
another language.”

Andrés González
SS/ES Spanish Teacher

SPANISH
TEACHING TEAM
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Justin is an experienced international educator in both Chinese and English 
language teaching. He had international teaching experience in multiple 
global cities, Beijing, Seoul, San Diego, Barcelona, and Hong Kong. Justin 
has taught secondary and tertiary sections. He also has ample experience in 
Chinese language curriculum development and teacher training. Before joining 
Stamford, Justin worked at The University of Hong Kong and The Hong Kong 
Polytechnic University. Justin holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Journalism and 
Broadcasting, a Master’s Degree in Applied Linguistics, and another Master’s 
Degree in Chinese Language Education (CLE); currently, he is pursuing the 
Doctor of Education (EdD) degree.

Justin says, “Aspire to inspire; my educational philosophy falls into positive 
education, inclusive education, and fostering students’ 21st-century skills. 
Teaching is not just instructing; I encourage my students to enquire, reflect, 
and build on their knowledge. I am willing to see them be inspired and inspire 
others. I incorporate the latest educational philosophy from academia into 
real teaching practice, employing CLT, TBLT, PBL, inquiry-based learning, and 
educational technologies to provide students with great learning experiences.”

Justin Zhang 
SS/ES Head of Mandarin

Originally from Hunan, China. Yuni studied English Education at Yueyang 
Teacher’s College and holds Bachelor’s Degree in Teaching Chinese as a 
Second Language from Beijing Language and Culture University. Before joining 
Stamford, Yuni has taught in China and Hong Kong at local and international 
schools from nursery to senior high school. Yuni is passionate about being a 
language mentor with a natural approach. She emphasizes interactive teaching 
and learning, she is dedicated to a student-focused learning environment.

Outside of school, she likes to explore nature by hiking or just taking walks on 
the beach with her family.

Yuni says, “The journey of teaching continues to give me fulfillment and 
happiness. I’m thrived to be on this journey present and future.”

Yuni Barton
SS/ES Mandarin Teacher

Seren was born and raised in Nanjing, China. She earned her double Bachelor’s 
degree of Education and Psychology and a Master’s degree of English 
Studies from the University of Hong Kong. Before joining Stamford, Seren 
taught Mandarin to students from pre-primary to secondary classes in several 
local and international schools in Hong Kong. She is also an International 
Baccalaureate (IB) certified teacher of the IB Diploma Programme (DP) who 
has experience in teaching IBDP Chinese A and B. As a passionate educator, 
Seren loves working with children and embraces inquiry-based learning. Out of 
school, Seren loves Chinese calligraphy, reading, and traveling.

Seren says, “I love to work with students of all backgrounds and learning 
abilities. I believe education is not only about academic needs but also about 
developing students into self-learners and critical thinkers. When teaching 
Mandarin, I want my students to enjoy the language and to appreciate Chinese 
culture.”

Seren Zhang
SS/ES Mandarin Teacher 

MANDARIN
TEACHING TEAM
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Sherry joined Stamford after relocating back to Hong Kong from New Zealand. 
Sherry has over 10 years of teaching experience and has taught at international 
schools in Hong Kong and in New Zealand. Sherry has worked with children 
from kindergarten to grade 12 and has many years of experience teaching IB 
Chinese Language courses. Sherry has always had a keen interest in languages. 
She first obtained a Bachelor’s in English Linguistics and Literature and further 
pursued a PGDE and a Master’s of Teaching in Chinese as a Foreign Language.

Sherry says, “I am passionate about developing confidence in my students, 
I love when they can feel their progress and become more excited to speak 
Mandarin. When teaching, I want to develop not only a love for the language 
but also a love for Chinese culture to inspire lifelong learning.”

Sherry Lau
SS/ES Mandarin Teacher 

Caroline has tremendous teaching experience in primary and secondary 
schools in Hong Kong. She is skilled in curriculum design and teaching in 
the inquiry-based approach. Caroline has taught Chinese language and 
music in international schools in Hong Kong. She has the experience of 
working with students of diverse linguistic and cultural backgrounds as a 
homeroom teacher and a specialist teacher. She also has the experience 
of leading a Chinese language team as a subject coordinator. Caroline has 
led and coordinated students to participate in various kinds of public music 
competitions and performances in different events. Caroline holds a Bachelor 
of Arts (Hons) degree in Music from the Chinese University of Hong Kong 
and two Master’s degrees in Education from the University of Hong Kong 
specializing in Teaching Chinese as a Second Language and Comparative and 
Global Studies in Education and Development. She holds a PGDE in secondary 
education. Caroline is an International Baccalaureate (IB) certified teacher of 
the IB Diploma Programme (DP). She holds the IB Certificate in Teaching and 
Learning (DP Chinese Language Acquisition and DP Teaching Chinese Studies 
in Language & Literature). Caroline was awarded the Language Proficiency 
Requirement Certificate of Merit (Putonghua) by the Hong Kong Education 
Bureau. She holds a first-class certificate in the National Putonghua Proficiency 
Test. Originally from Hong Kong, Caroline is a native speaker of both 
Cantonese and Mandarin.

Caroline says, “I have always been passionate about teaching not only music 
and Chinese language but also in developing a love for relevant cultures. I 
get immense satisfaction in seeing my students reach their goals and even 
go beyond what they thought they could accomplish. I aim to combine my 
experience with my ability to be a compassionate and enthusiastic teacher who 
will make a positive impact on my students.”

Caroline Lam
SS/ES Mandarin Teacher

Flora had over 10 years of both local and international teaching experience. 
Originally from Fujian province, she has been working in Hong Kong since 
she graduated. She holds a Master’s degree in English Studies, double 
Bachelor’s degree of Education specializing in both English Education and 
Chinese Language & Literature, and a PGDE in secondary education. She is 
also licensed and certified in language teaching by both the Mainland and 
Hong Kong Education Bureau. She was awarded the Language Proficiency 
Requirement Certificate of Merit (Putonghua) by the Hong Kong Education 
Bureau and got the First-class Certificate in the National Putonghua Proficiency 
Test. Having served as a Chinese subject panel head in a private school using 
an American-based curriculum, she has many years of experience in teaching 
and Chinese curriculum planning. She also has a keen interest in Chinese 
calligraphy, piano, and Chinese Literature. She has also got ABRSM Grade 8 
music theory and piano performance certificates with merit.

Flora says, “I think language is like a brush. I want to teach my students to use 
their own ‘brush’ to make their world more colorful and make the journey of 
Chinese studies more enjoyable.”

Flora Lin
SS/ES Mandarin Teacher 

Ashleigh transferred from our sister campus in Singapore and is a highly 
experienced bilingual (Mandarin & English) homeroom teacher with thirteen 
years of experience. She has a Bachelor’s degree in Chinese Language & 
Literature, and a Master’s degree in Education from the University of Sydney 
specializing in Management & Leadership. Ashleigh has experience teaching 
and curriculum planning for K1 to secondary classes in schools in Singapore, 
Australia, and China; she excels at curriculum planning and teaching for 
international student bodies, especially within inquiry-based frameworks.

Ashleigh says, “One of the rewarding feelings is seeing the spark on my 
students’ faces when they finally understand a concept or a word. Every day, 
I have the opportunity to instill knowledge and skills in my students for their 
future. In elementary school, they learn how to forge relationships, social 
skills, patience, and many other skills that they will use for the rest of their 
lives. Whether they realize it or not, their personality and character are shaped 
throughout elementary school, and I hope that I can make a positive impact 
throughout that process.”

Ashleigh Shi
SS/ES Mandarin Teacher 
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Yena joins Stamford with over four years of experience teaching Chinese in 
Hong Kong’s IB Schools. She is passionate about education and language 
teaching. Yena believes language is a bridge that connects people and the 
culture behind them. She also thinks every student is unique, so she commits 
to personalizing teaching for her students and celebrating learning with 
them. Yena obtained a BA degree in English Literature, an MA degree in 
Chinese Culture, and PGDE. She holds several certificates, including language 
proficiency certificates, International Chinese Teachers Certificate, and an IB 
certificate in teaching Chinese as a second language. She loves exploring new 
places, taking photos, and writing Chinese calligraphy in her spare time.

Yena says, “When I stay with the students, I feel happy. Being a teacher is a 
perfect way to continue learning. Students and other educators always inspire 
me and bring me joy and new ideas. I believe we are teaching for our future, so 
I have the responsibility to equip my students with strong subject knowledge 
and skills to face the challenges in their future.”

Yena Wang
SS/ES Mandarin Teacher

Huan is originally from Hubei, China and has 7 years of experience as a 
Mandarin teacher in China, South Korea, Canada, the US, and Singapore. She 
is experienced in teaching Mandarin for young children and adults with diverse 
backgrounds; and in organizing cultural events and activities in different 
communities. Huan is passionate about working with children and loves to see 
them grow and change, which inspires her to devote more to their learning and 
growth.

Huan says, “I love to teach because I know our students can make a difference 
in the world with our help and support; in return, they always inspire me to be a 
caring, knowledgeable, and reflective person.”

Huan Wang
SS/ES Mandarin Teacher 
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Tracey is a talented visual artist and has a rich and exciting background as 
a practicing artist and visual arts educator. Originally from New York in the 
USA, Tracey studied art at the School of Visual Arts in New York City, the 
Rhode Island School of Design, and the State University of New York. She is 
also a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts. Tracey has taught in a wide range of 
school settings in the USA and in bilingual and international schools in China. 
She has held the Head of Art position and served as a Curriculum Coordinator 
and Teaching Fellow. She received extensive training at The Juilliard School in 
New York City. She has enjoyed significant student achievements throughout 
her career, such as winning numerous awards, scholarships to universities, and 
having her students’ artwork displayed at the United Nations headquarters in 
New York City.

Tracey says, “I love working with students of all ages, supporting them in their 
development, teaching them to think like an artist, and I believe that there is an 
artist in everyone.”

Tracey Hainsworth
SS/ES Visual Arts Teacher 

Amy joined Stamford from our sister campus in Singapore as a Drama Teacher 
in 2017. She holds a BA (Hons) in Acting, PGCE in Primary and Secondary 
Drama Education, PGCert in Learning and Teaching in Arts Education, LCM 
in Acting from London College of Music, TEFL Certificate with Merit, and 
has completed her Masters in Education Degree in Learning and Teaching in 
Performing Arts, specializing in Drama and Drama Education.

She is also a member of NATD (National Association for the Teaching of 
Drama) and IDEA (International Drama and Theatre Education Association) 
since 2016 and has recently been granted Fellowship with the Royal Society 
of Arts. Amy has been featured professionally as a performer in over 20 
productions internationally and has performed and directed in Hong Kong 
with the Hong Kong Theatre Association and Hong Kong Players, for which 
she is also a Committee Member. Some of her accolades include a LAMDA 
Bronze Acting Medal with Merit and RADA Bronze Shakespeare with Merit. 
She is also proficient in delivering the International Baccalaureate program and 
contributes significantly to the CCA Drama and Musical Theatre program. Amy 
is also very excited to teach the IBDP Theatre program.

Amy says, “I am passionate about teaching as it is a privilege and a pleasure 
to see students grow from strength to strength and for them to develop into 
themselves. I feel fortunate to be a part of their learning journey.”

Amy Percival
SS/ES Head of Arts

ARTS
TEACHING TEAM Mario joined Stamford as an accomplished musician with over twenty years of 

teaching experience. Mario studied Music at the B.Marcello Conservatory in 
Venice (Italy) and obtained a Masters of Arts 1 in Music Education at the Paris 8 
University. Trained in the Orff-Schulwerk approach, World Music Drumming and 
music technology, he is an accomplished choir conductor, piano accompanist 
for opera singers and composer. He has taught music in international schools 
in France, India and Italy and is passionate about developing performance 
opportunities for students. In his roles, he has produced very successful 
student concerts and musicals, organized tours in Europe as well as 
performances on TV shows.

Mario says, “I feel very privileged and lucky to be able to share my passion for 
music in my work. As an educator, I firstly aim to help and guide the students to 
become mature and responsible people. Secondly, I encourage them to include 
the wonderful world of music and art in their lives. Finally, I strive to inspire 
them to be the best musicians that they can be.”

Mario Colbacchini
SS/ES Music Teacher 
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Tim is a highly qualified, passionate music and arts education specialist 
and educational leader with 25 years of experience working in a variety of 
schools in the UK, Australia, the USA, and China. He is a dual citizen (British 
& American). He started his musical career as a chorister at York Minster in 
England and is a multi-instrumentalist and composer. Tim has a B.Mus (Hons) 
in composition from the London College of Music, a PGCE from Durham 
University, a M.Ed in Educational Leadership from the American College of 
Education, where he is also currently completing a Doctor of Education degree 
(Ed.D) in Educational Leadership and is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts. 
Tim is committed to continued professional development, and in recent years 
has also received extensive training in music education at The Juilliard School 
in New York City. 
Tim says, “a music classroom should be a happy and creative space, and 
that music is a vital component of a well-rounded and enriching education. I 
enjoy creating opportunities for students to develop a life-long appreciation 
of music, and I feel successful when I help students realize their potential as 
creative musicians.”

Tim Hainsworth
SS/ES Music Teacher and Deputy Health & Safety Officer

Jaime joined Stamford with over eleven years of teaching experience 
in elementary and secondary music education. He is originally from 
the United Kingdom and, since graduating with a PGCE, has worked 
in schools both in the U.K. and South Korea, where he has worked as 
head of department, specialists coordinator, coordination of whole-
school gifted and talented provision, and, most recently, coordinator 
of student support services. Jaime’s education includes a Master’s 
degree in Teaching and Learning, a PGCE (QTS) in Music Education, 
and a Bachelor’s degree in Music Composition. His music education 
philosophy is about facilitating hands-on, experiential learning 
grounded in the Orff Schulwerk and Kodaly methods. He has taught 
music across the K-12 spectrum and is a very successful teacher of AP 
Music, Music Technology, and World Music Programs.
Jaime says, “Being invited to join students as they begin to define, 
redefine, and understand themselves and their place in the world is a 
privilege. I aspire to enable students to enjoy a long-lasting relationship 
with music both during their time at school and beyond. To achieve this, 
I believe in offering students opportunities to inquire and explore and 
acquire and develop transferable skills within global musical contexts 
where they are encouraged to perform, produce, respond, and evaluate 
musically. This is possible when we foster and harness the musical 
curiosity of every child against the backdrop of a challenging and 
culturally engaging curriculum.”

Jaime Wilkin 
SS Middle School Curriculum and Wellbeing Coordinator

Ethan Lester is an educator and artist from Toronto, Canada, who holds a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts Specialization Studio Arts (Honours) from Western 
University, a Master of Fine Arts Specialization Studio from The University 
of Victoria, and a Post-Graduate Certificate in Education from the University 
of Sunderland. Prior to joining Stamford, Lester has lived in Hong Kong for 
six years, instructing Visual Art and teaching English and Textiles. Lester 
has obtained extensive experience within the last ten years, instructing all 
levels from Grades 1 to 12 and Post-Secondary Fine Arts education. As a 
multidisciplinary artist, Lester loves to practice drawing, painting, sculpture, 
photography, printmaking, and performance while pursuing a healthy lifestyle. 
Further personal interests include film, poetry, swimming, hiking, yoga, 
karaoke, singing in a local choir, and songwriting with the piano.

Ethan says, “Everyone is an artist! From the way you like to dress, the route 
you take to school, to the food you make; so many creative choices are made 
every day. To be self-aware when presenting any choices to the world and to 
be critical of these choices are the roles of the artist. For so many years, my 
limited understanding of art hindered my artistic journey: I thought that if I 
lacked technical brilliance, I would never be good enough. Eventually, I learned 
the truth from my art teachers: technique is certainly important and will 
develop with practice, but our ideas are what make us special. Any problem 
can be solved with creativity. I continue to share this idea with my students and 
support any individual that wishes to express themselves.”

Ethan Lester 
SS Visual Art Teacher

Hannah is a motivated and dynamic educator with years of experience 
as a teacher in the early years. She has a Bachelor of Arts in Media and 
Cultural studies and is highly engaged in an inquiry- based, child- centered 
teaching approach in her previous school setting. She specializes in museum 
teaching strategies in the classroom from MOMA museum of art education, 
implementing strategies using art & inquiry and teaching with a themes 
approach. As a certified yoga teacher, she’s experienced in leading socio- 
emotional programs during her daily classroom routines.

Hannah says, “I believe there’s a strong need to create a responsive and 
transformable space where students can pursue their own ideas. A space 
where they can create experiences that provide a new scope by using tools 
interactively and acting in groups freely and independently. By supporting 
their experience and discovery, I hope their talents and creative gifts are 
nurtured and developed, just in the same way as their academic skills, as equal 
strengths.”

Hannah Kung 
Art Teacher
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Christy has a long history of teaching drama, performing arts, and English 
in Hong Kong and Shanghai in both local and international schools. Christy 
is also a founding member of East-West Theatre, the longest-running 
English-speaking theatre company in Shanghai. After acting and directing 
professionally in NYC and Shanghai, Christy began her teaching career with 
ESL learners through a mix of outreach programs with CSR Theatre Company 
and Aurora Theatre here in Hong Kong. She has taught BTEC Performing Arts 
at the secondary level and inquiry-based drama at the elementary level. As 
an ISTA member, she has taken IB workshops in IBDP and MYP theatre. She is 
currently completing a Masters’s in Theatre Education with the University of 
Northern Colorado in a distance learning program and has two children of her 
own.

Christy says, “Becoming a parent made me a better teacher. One of my 
greatest joys in life, besides my children, is sharing my love of the theatre with 
students. Co-creating scenes with them and seeing that spark of excitement 
when something resonates is what I live for.”

Christy Greenfeather
Drama Teacher
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Liliana holds a Master’s Degree in Teaching Physical Education in Elementary 
and Secondary Schools, a Bachelor’s Degree in Physical Education and Sports, 
and QTS by UK Government. She is also a qualified Swimming Coach ASCA 
Level 4 and has the Sport Climbing Level 1 Certificate by CHKMCU. Originally 
from Portugal, she has been teaching in different countries around the world, 
such as Thailand, Qatar, Norway, and Portugal. Liliana enjoys teaching children 
from a range of backgrounds and believes that children should be given the 
opportunity to find enjoyment throughout their participation in education.

Liliana says, “I have always had a passion for teaching and have focused my 
studies and career in this direction. I adopt an inquiry-based learning style 
where students are actively involved in lessons because I believe that we as 
educators are responsible for facilitating children in thinking for themselves 
and making their own decisions. I hope to inspire my students to achieve more 
than they believe they can in PE by encouraging sportsmanship, teamwork, and 
personal growth, over a must-win attitude.”

Liliana Rodrigues Martins 
SS/ES Physical Education and Outdoor Education Coordinator

Edward joined Stamford with a strong background in athletics. Before 
moving to Hong Kong, he played professional sport in the UK, where he also 
graduated from Loughborough University and completed his PGCE from the 
University of Sunderland, UK. Edward has taken the skills and knowledge from 
playing sports professionally to help students to develop their skills and the 
resilience they need for successful futures. 

Edward says, “Sport has been a huge influence on my life, and I am so grateful 
for what it has given and taught me. For this reason, I feel very lucky that I have 
the opportunity to share my passion for sport and exercise with our students in 
an environment where they can have fun, take risks, learn and grow.”

Edward Styles 
SS Physical Education Teacher and Cornerstones Coordinator

Jamie joins Stamford with experience teaching both IGCSE and IB physical 
education curricula and is currently studying for a Master of International 
Education. In addition to his expertise in physical education, Jamie has also 
taught in a classroom setting, teaching English as a foreign language and 
the PYP curriculum in the primary years. Before teaching, Jamie was a sports 
scientist and was a senior strength and conditioning coach in the UK and Hong 
Kong, coaching elite-level youth and professional athletes from various sports.

Jamie says, “Sport can be a gateway and release important for physical 
and mental health. It grants reflection opportunities in celebrating wins, 
overcoming challenges, and accepting defeat on your own and within teams. 
I feel strongly passionate about both sides of the athletic spectrum, from 
encouraging participation for beginners to perfecting and improving the 
performance of those who play competitively. My biggest joy is when I see 
students play with a smile on their faces, and it is my goal to make physical 
education even more enjoyable.”

Jamie Barnfather 
SS/ES Physical Education Teacher

Kori has been teaching for 8 years, originally from the Bahamas where she 
has taught PYP Personal, Social, and Physical Education, and MYP Physical 
and Health Education over the past 7 years in the International Baccalaureate 
system. In Addition to PE, Kori is a former competitive swimmer and has been 
coaching the sport of swimming as a FINA and American Swimming Coaches 
Association certified coach and has worked with national-level swimmers. Kori 
is looking forward to working and growing as a team to innovate and develop 
the best physical education program. Her academic and athletic qualifications 
include a Bachelor of Education in Primary Education with a major in Special 
Education from the University of The Bahamas and a Master of Science in 
Exceptional Student Education from Barry University.

Kori says, “Learning is an ongoing and lifelong journey. There are so many 
opportunities to seek and lessons that can be learned in everyday activities 
and routines even if you don’t know you are learning! Not only do my students 
learn from the skills and concepts being delivered to them, but I learn from 
them daily as well! This is one of the many reasons I love teaching. The sky’s 
the limit when it comes to developing and witnessing the growth and the 
milestones each student reaches along the way, which is very rewarding- and I 
am grateful for each moment and experience. There are so many ways to teach 
students how to think and learn based on their own strengths and styles of 
learning.”

Kori Thompson 
Physical Education Teacher 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION / 
ATHLETICS TEACHING TEAM
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Mia joined Stamford with over twenty years of international teaching 
experience in South Africa, Botswana, and Mauritius. She has a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Education, an Honor’s degree in Educational Psychology, a Master’s 
degree in Educational Psychology and is a registered Educational Psychologist. 
Mia has a background of extensive international experience as a teacher, 
lecturer, student support educator, coordinator and psychologist.

Mia says, “My passion is to provide the highest standards of educational and 
psychological support, to help individuals and groups of diverse students 
achieve their full potential. I am excited about joining the Stamford community, 
working collaboratively in the best interest of each individual student.”

Mia Nortje 
SS/ES Head of Learning Support

Mike is an experienced academic program developer, having built and 
managed programs in a range of areas. After teaching physical education a few 
years, he became a schoolwide program director, International Baccalaureate 
coordinator, academic coordinator and department head in multiple schools. 
Thoughtful and systematic, Mike is particularly passionate about curriculum 
development, excellence in teaching and helping students become the best 
they can be. Since 2000, he has worked in schools in Uzbekistan, Bangladesh, 
Thailand, Singapore and Hong Kong. Mike is currently pursuing a Doctor of 
Education (EdD) degree at the University of Hong Kong with an emphasis on 
information technology studies.

Mike says, “I believe compassion and service to others are two of the most 
important character traits we can impart in our children. I enjoy watching 
children discover the rewards of helping others through meaningful and 
relevant ways.”

Michael Galligan  
SS/ES Dean of Academics and IBDP Coordinator

STUDENT SUPPORT AND 
EAL TEACHING TEAM
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Qian joined us as a founding member in 2017 from our sister campus in 
Singapore, where she taught Mandarin to elementary students since 2015. 
With a Master’s degree in teaching Mandarin as a foreign language, Qian has 
over fourteen years’ experience in international schools offering the IB and 
American curriculum. She has both taught Mandarin and led Mandarin teaching 
teams. She is passionate about personalized learning, and her students 
have made significant progress in only one year. Qian also has a strong 
music background and plays an active role in coordinating after-school and 
enrichment activities.

Qian says, “I’ve always loved school and loved learning, so it excites me 
knowing that I will continuously learn in my profession. Not only will I be 
teaching my students, but I will also learn from them. They will be able to teach 
me things that I wouldn’t have had the opportunity to learn from anyone else!”

Qian Wang 
Student Support and Elementary Deputy Principal
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Ms. Hannah Phipps is an experienced international elementary teacher with 
experience in Korea, the United States, and Hong Kong, and is now a full-time 
cover teacher at Stamford. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in Environmental 
Studies from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a Post-
Graduate Certificate in Education for the Early Years from Sunderland 
University. She is passionate about fostering each child’s joy of learning and 
exploration through a wide variety of strategies and hands-on activities and 
is dedicated to nurturing students to become the most compassionate and 
empathetic versions of themselves.

Hannah Phipps 
SS/ES Full Time Cover Teacher

Iris was born in Hong Kong and raised in Thailand. Having been brought up in 
a multicultural environment, she has developed a keen interest in international 
education after experiencing it firsthand. Iris holds a Master of Education in 
Comparative and Global Studies in Education and Development from Hong 
Kong University, a Bachelor of Education in English Language(Primary), and a 
Minor in Visual Arts from The Education University of Hong Kong. Before joining 
Stamford, Iris taught at another international school in Hong Kong for the past 
few years. Iris is experienced in many areas of education, and she will be our 
full-time cover teacher to ensure uninterrupted teaching and learning for our 
students.

Iris says, “Learning should be exciting. It smiles on my face to see students 
enjoying their time in school. I am passionate about supporting my student’s 
development in their areas of  interest and as global citizens.“

Iris Cheung
SS/ES Full Time Cover Teacher

Yvonne has eight years of combined teaching experience working in Los 
Angeles and Hong Kong. In her experience, she has worked with various young 
learners to help them achieve their greatest potential. Yvonne holds a Master’s 
degree in Education on Curriculum and Instruction with an emphasis in Applied 
Behavior Analysis from Arizona State University; a B.A. in Linguistics from the 
University of California, Los Angeles; and a PGDE in Special Education from 
the University of Hong Kong. She speaks English, Cantonese, and Mandarin. 
Yvonne also enjoys hiking and swimming to stay active.

Yvonne says, “I believe in building a trustworthy relationship, trying different 
evidence-based approaches to teaching skills, and empowering our learners to 
reach for their dreams.”

Yvonne Wong 
Learning Support Teacher

Helen is passionate about working with students in identifying their full 
potential and suitable pathways across the world. She has completed an MA 
Degree in School Guidance and Counselling and a Professional Certificate in 
Career Development Facilitation, including her BA and MEd degrees. Helen 
is also an NCDA Certified Career Services Provider and a CCE Global Career 
Development Facilitator.

Helen has over seven years of work experience, including four years at an IB 
international school as a Higher Education and Careers Administrator guiding 
students to enter top universities globally.

Helen says, “Getting students excited about the university and receiving 
offers across the world is what motivates me year after year. I always love to 
see my students grow, graduate from high school, get into the university, and 
come back to school as alumni to share their success stories in the universities 
and job fields with current students. Seeing them pass the torch to the new 
generation and giving back to the community reminds me hard work always 
pays off.”

Helen Fung 
SS University Counselor

Jeni joins Stamford as a school counselor with 14 years of experience as an 
international educator and school administrator in the UK and Hong Kong. 
She has a Bachelor’s degree in Humanities & Cultural Studies. After teaching 
English and gaining an early childhood Montessori teaching qualification, 
and held a leadership role as supervisor and program coordinator at a 
kindergarten in Hong Kong. While completing her Master’s in International 
School Counseling, she worked in both clinical and school-based settings 
in Hong Kong and is a licensed school counselor in Pennsylvania, USA. She 
is experienced in developing a social-emotional curriculum, planning and 
implementing school-wide wellbeing initiatives, and providing individual and 
small-group support for elementary school students.

Jeni says, “My philosophy as an educator and counselor is a whole-child 
approach founded on a deep respect for students as individuals while 
understanding their experiences as part of the broader school community. 
I love working with students to empower them with tools to cope with 
challenges and develop resilience, empathy, and self-awareness. Engaging with 
students and families as part of the team at Stamford is an exciting opportunity 
to contribute meaningfully to the students’ wellbeing, learning and growth, 
both at school and as humans in the world.”

Jeni Chesnut-Tangerman 
School Counselor and Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead
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Judy is joining Stamford with a Bachelor’s in Social Sciences in Psychology 
and a Master’s in Counseling. With over ten years of counseling experience, 
particularly in the local primary and secondary schools and the private 
sector, Judy has worked with students, adults, married couples, and families 
of varying backgrounds. She is highly experienced in helping students with 
special needs and emotional issues such as depression, anxiety, obsessive-
compulsive disorder, and adolescent-parent relationships. She analyzes cases 
and formulates well-rounded counseling strategies. She provides a wide range 
of therapies, including but not limited to stress and conflict management, 
cognitive behavioral therapy, improving communication skills, setting 
interpersonal boundaries, and enhancing personal capacities for problem-
solving.

Judy says, “I am devoted to joining individuals in their journeys, especially when 
they have difficulties in their life. I hope to build relationships with people by 
creating an empathic and non-judgmental environment. I hope that individuals 
can build up healthy relationships, a confident self and achieve their full 
potential with hope and joy, eventually reaching their goals and endeavours.”

Judy Chan 
SS School Counselor and Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead

Jessica is a highly experienced elementary school teacher with eight years of 
experience. She has taught in multiple schools in New York and Hong Kong. 
Jessica has her Bachelors in Early Childhood and Childhood Education with a 
Mathematics concentration, along with a Masters in Special Education. She also 
holds a TEFL/TESOL certificate. She taught in a dual-language environment 
throughout the majority of her teaching career. She is a passionate teacher 
who encourages her students to take risks and find joy in learning.

Jessica says, “I teach to inspire and to encourage. I teach so students can 
create dreams and develop a passion for learning. I teach to build love, 
kindness, honesty, and strength in students.”

Jessica Lau 
Elementary Learning Support Teacher

Naomi joined Stamford with 7 years of teaching experience in England and 
Hong Kong. She has a Bachelor’s degree in psychology and a National Award 
in Special Educational Needs. Naomi has specialized in SEN, English, and 
Mathematics across a range of age groups and abilities.

Naomi says, “I have always admired the positive atmosphere and love of 
learning that I experienced when working and studying abroad. As a pupil, 
I lived in Hong Kong and made the decision to return to further develop my 
career. I enjoy the process of teaching and making learning as interactive and 
varied as possible.”

Naomi Shannon 
SS High School Wellbeing Coordinator

Divina is a committed, student-centered educator who values the potential 
of each learner. She graduated from her Master of Arts in Education major in 
Speech Pathology at the University of the Visayas and at St. Theresa’s College 
with a degree of Bachelor in Elementary Education major in Special Needs 
Education. Divina has been an educator in California, USA, Philippines and 
South Korea which has reinforced her beliefs in embracing and celebrating 
multicultural diversity and equality.

Divina says, “I believe that each child can learn and that instruction must be 
designed to meet the needs of all learners in order to ensure success.”

Divina Ancheta 
SS/ES Behavior Interventionist 

Shaila joins Stamford with 17 years of experience in international education 
with a focus on EAL leadership. She spent 15 years teaching English as a 
second language at The British School of Guangzhou while overseeing the 
EAL department. She has worked in every stage of education from early years 
to secondary and gained a deep understanding of the nuances of language 
acquisition at each level. In addition to her experience in the classroom, 
she focused on systemic functional linguistics during her PGCE to foster 
learners that communicate beyond interpersonal skills and develop academic 
language mastery through the right strategies at an early age. As a certified 
teacher trainer, Shaila has devoted a considerable part of her teaching career 
to providing staff professional development, and her expertise will benefit 
Stamford students and staff alike.

Shaila Samtani 
SS/ES Head of EAL
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Amelie is one of our highly experienced bilingual teachers from our sister 
campus in Singapore and have seven years of experience. She has a Master’s 
Degree in Social Psychology from the London School of Economics and has 
earned her TESOL/TCSOL Bilingual Teaching Qualification from Columbia 
University. Amelie is experienced teaching the Common Core Plus standards 
and inquiry-based International Baccalaureate framework, and she is also a 
promoter of developing individualized learning plans for each child based on 
MAP® assessments.

Amelie says, “I’m passionate about teaching because it is exciting to ignite the 
inner curiosity and inspire diverse thoughts, so students could fully explore 
their potential and interests.”

Amelie Sun 
SS EAL Teacher

Katie joined Stamford with five years of teaching experience in the United 
States. She holds a master’s degree in English Language Learning. She also 
holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary Education with ESOL (English 
to Speakers of Other Languages) Endorsement and Gifted Endorsement. 
Her years of classroom experience allow her to utilize a variety of teaching 
strategies to support the diverse needs of students.

Katie says, “Schools are the doors to knowledge, and motivation is one of the 
keys to successful learning. I believe that students learn in different styles, that 
is why I love to implement engaging learning activities to keep my students 
motivated. Moreover, language should not be a barrier but an opportunity for 
them to strive for their potential. As an EAL teacher, I see myself as a facilitator 
to assist my students to succeed in English language learning.”

Katie Ho
SS EAL Teacher

Before joining Stamford, Emma taught in international schools in Beijing. Emma 
has seven years of EAL teaching experience working in small groups and larger 
classes. This experience allowed her to understand each student’s needs 
and their way of thinking to best support student growth. Her collaborative 
teaching approach creates close connections with students, which helps them 
to open up and accept support. Beyond her teaching experience, Emma 
obtained a Master’s degree in Global Education. She received a K-12 ESL 
teaching license in Washington DC, which allowed her to sharpen her craft with 
advanced teaching tools. Emma looks forward to nurturing Stamford students’ 
broad perspectives and diverse backgrounds with her theoretical and practical 
experience to support them to their highest potential and build confidence.

Emma says, “When I was a student, I always felt studying was challenging 
and tedious. I can still see that students suffer in the traditional teaching and 
learning practices. As an educator, my goal is to have my students engaged in 
and enthusiastic about their learning. The strongest motivations are intrinsic. If 
we can understand what drives a student, we can develop strategies to harness 
the power of their passion and use it to guide learning. In my classroom, I 
create an environment where students feel comfortable sharing their opinions 
and ideas without fear of being wrong or judged. To do this, I give every 
student the chance to express their views without fear which lifts the students’ 
voices, even students who are seldom heard.”

Naomi joins Stamford with eight years of experience teaching internationally 
middle and high school higher-level courses. She brings a solid teaching 
background in various subjects to guide students’ English acquisition to meet 
the demands of their broad range of courses and achieve their best. Previously 
working in communications and being an avid reader and writer, she inspires 
students with her passion and enthusiasm for the language.

Naomi says, “Communication in all forms is the beginning of sharing 
knowledge and connecting with others. I love to guide students to master their 
skills to unlock a world of possibilities, both personally and professionally.”

Emma Chen 
SS EAL Teacher

Naomi Nair 
SS EAL Teacher

Christine joins Stamford with 15 years of experience in varied educational 
settings in South Korea, South Africa, Mexico, and Hong Kong. Before 
completing her PGCE, she was awarded a Master of Science in Education 
and a Postgraduate Honors degree in Development Studies. For her 
undergraduate Bachelor of Social Science degree, she majored in Psychology 
and Anthropology. Christine also has experience working in the NGO sector 
in social and educational development and believes in education as a change 
agent for growth and opportunities. Her Master’s thesis focused on social 
support and justice in mitigating inequality in education. Christine loves learning 
and encourages intellectual curiosity in her students to boost their academic 
and creative potential.

Christine says, “I believe that creating a meaningful and comfortable learning 
environment where students can engage and apply their knowledge to real-
world contexts is an essential part of learning. Being able to extend learning 
beyond the classroom by instilling the kinds of skills students need to succeed 
in life is something I strive to do. I also believe that an enthusiastic teacher who 
celebrates a student’s success, however small, can make a world of difference.”

Christine Theron 
SS EAL Teacher
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Eva joined Stamford with extensive experience in teaching EAL (English 
as an Additional Language) to students of all backgrounds, ranging from 
kindergarten to grade 12 learners to adult immigrants in the US. She holds 
a Master’s Degree in Education from University of Pennsylvania and was the 
recipient of 2017 Teresa Pica Award for Excellence in TESOL (Teaching English 
to Speakers of Other Languages). Eva is experienced in teaching English with a 
strong focus on intercultural communication and designing curriculums to suit 
the diverse needs of individual students.

Eva says, “I have always been fascinated by the power of language and 
education. My cultural exchange experience at the University of Warwick, 
a liberal arts college in Maine, and the University of Pennsylvania have 
contributed greatly to my interest and passion in culture, language, and 
education. As a Mandarin & English bilingual and lifelong language learner 
myself, I am committed to helping my students see the connection between 
language education and global opportunities, to assist them in becoming the 
new generation of world citizens, and to inspire them in achieving more than 
they believe they can.”

Lisa joined Stamford with a decade of teaching experience in the U.S.A, Macau, 
and Hong Kong. She has a Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Education, 
Inclusive Education and Curriculum and Instruction as well as a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Multidisciplinary Studies with specializations in ESOL and Reading 
Intervention. Her years of classroom experience and education give her a 
range of teaching strategies that allow children of all abilities to participate in 
challenging and engaging environments.

Lisa says, ”My decision to pursue a career in education is due, in part, to the 
many great educators I had growing up. The impact they had on my life made 
me want to create that same impact on others. I want students to remember 
me as a truly dedicated teacher that created an engaging environment where 
they learned, felt safe and respected.”

Sherryne has over eight years of teaching experience in an international school 
in Hong Kong, in which she taught primary and secondary school students 
and worked as the lead teacher of the modern language department. She has 
engaged in curriculum design, lesson planning, and team coordination in her 
previous school. She holds a Master’s degree in language studies, a Postgraduate 
Diploma in Education (PGDE – ECE), and a Bachelor’s degree in English.

Sherryne says, “I am passionate about teaching and learning languages and 
cultures. I am delighted to join Stamford, support students, and grow together 
with them as a facilitator of student learning and success in school.”

Este has a few years’ teaching experience at secondary as well as primary level. 
She has taught in South Africa and China. She has a Bachelor of Education, 
obtained from the University of Pretoria. Her experience allows her to work 
with learners on all levels and to provide support and encouragement. She 
has attended a reading workshop training session and has been teaching and 
developing reading skills for several years. She has taught at a wide variety of 
schools and brings that unique skill set with her.

Este says, “I became a teacher because I love reading so much. My goal is to 
inspire every student to have that same passion for reading that I do. Reading 
isn’t just about language. It develops critical thinking, stretches endurance and 
enhances creativity. I hope that every student I work with walks away from the 
experience with a fondness for reading.”

Eva Li 
EAL Teacher 

Lisa Lopez 
EAL Teacher 

Sherryne Shen 
SS EAL Teacher 

Este Verhave 
EAL Teacher 

Mandy has seven years of experience in bilingual curriculum planning and 
teaching English and Mandarin as a second language at schools in Hong Kong 
and China. She holds a Bachelor’s Degree in English Language Education, 
a Master of Education in Educational Psychology and is also certified in 
Montessori Early Childhood Teaching. Mandy is well trained in Apple Education 
and has a strong passion for incorporating technology to enhance teaching and 
learning in the classroom.

Mandy says, “I am passionate about education because I believe it shapes 
the future of our world. Being a teacher, I can share knowledge and thoughts, 
morals and love for the next generation and incubate dreams.”

Mandy Yang 
SS/ES EAL and Mandarin Teacher
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